
there were open to the cross-examiner two fields of
inquiry : First, the soundness of the witness' judg¬
ment, or, in other words, his qualifications as an

alienist; and second, the character of the patient's
infirmities

—

that is to say, the facts and circum¬
stances upon which the judgment was exercised and
the conclusion reached. Here the witness was inter¬
rogated, upon cross-examination, as to the character
of his patient's affliction, which appeared to be serous
apoplexy, resulting in hemiplegia, and showing that
the brain is involved and affected by this disease ;
likewise, that the accompanying paralysis evinced
itself upon the Thursday preceding the Monday upon
which the will was executed and the testator died.
In addition, the witness was interrogated as to the
disclosures which the autopsy made of the physical
condition of the deceased, and finally he was sub¬
jected to a cross-examination, keen and comprehen¬
sive, touching his professional learning and qualifi¬
cations, and as an expert. This cross-examination,
the court holds, was confined within the prescribed
bounds, and was strictly proper.

Castration as a Treatment for Crime, not as a
Punishment.

Austin, Texas, Jan. 21,1896.
To the Editor:\p=m-\Inyour editorial comments on my paper

which was read at the recent meeting of the Chicago Medico\x=req-\
Legal Society (see issue of January 18), I regret to see that you
misapprehend its entire trend and object. Surely, you did
not read it. You convey the impression that its object was to
advocate castration of sexualperverts as apunishment ; whereas
the subject of sexual perverts was scarcely alluded to, and I
distinctly disclaimed, in the very first paragraph, all idea of
punishment ; deprecate further along, that our penal system
is based upon the ancient idea of revenge, and that its chief
end seems to be punishment. And, again, I say, "punishment
should have no place in a civilized code." (You must have had
in mind my paper on sexual perverts which was read at the
Medico-Legal Congress in 1893.) Moreover, nothing was said
in this paper about castration except incidentally as a factor in
the reform advocated, to be made available in certain condi¬
tions named. You are away off, and have unwittingly done me
an injustice by ascribing to me sentiments foreign to the paper,
and then saying the concensus of opinion was opposed to them.
The paper was a plea for reform in criminal jurisprudence,

based upon facts which go to show that our statutes are not
only inefficient—assuming that the aim and object sought is
the protection of society and the repression of crime—but that
our methods of executing them contribute really to the increase
of crime and criminals ; that the cause of lawlessness as wit¬
nessed in occasional lynchings, is the outgrowth of this ineffi¬
ciency ; that the people see that the law, even when rigorously
enforced, does not afford them protection, but, on the contrary,
crime, and especially, rape, is on the increase, and it is the
feeling of insecurity that drives them to seek by other means
the protection of home and family. A plea was made for a dis¬
crimination or classification of criminals, based mostly upon
the recent researches of Lombroso, who has shown that a large
percentage of criminals are born so, the victims of heredity and
environment, and are alike irresponsible and irreclaimable.
This class I would regard as permanent enemies to society,

and advocate their permanent sequestration—making them
labor for their support and the benefit of that society whose
privileges they have forfeited, and taking away, along with all
other rights) that of procreating—inflicting upon a world a

progeny, likely at least, to be criminal. And, with due defer¬
ence to the learned legal gentleman who sneeringly said that
' 'castration might do for Texas, but it would not be tolerated
in an enlightened State like Illinois" (a remark not called for
and worthy of a small mind), I will say that, unfortunately all
the born criminals are not old men. But his objection that
castration would be detrimental to moral character in the con¬
nection here stated, is too absurd ; injure the character of a
habitual, irreclaimable criminal !
Regarding all other criminals, the object of treatment or

management should be reformation and restoration to society.
This can be done in a very large number of cases ; and the dis¬
cipline should be instituted and executed under the supervision
of intelligent medical men. It should be based upon, first, a
correct diagnosis of each case. If of a reformable class,
reform him ; and the first step advocated was, to lift him above
the environment calculated to harden him.
In brief, I endeavored to show that our penal system, based

as it is upon the obsolete idea of revenge, retaliation, ' ' an eye
for an eye, a tooth for a tooth," is wrong and, naturally, inef¬
fective : that as opinion has changed as regards insanity and
inebriety, both of which were formerly punished as crime, so
physicians are beginning to realize that crime in the habitual
criminal is a disease and calls for treatment and not punish¬
ment. While I would not go so far as to say that all crime is
the expression of a diseased state of mind, there is no doubt
that much of it is, and the distinction between the state of
the born criminal and moral insanity, if any, is too fine to be
always recognized.
I pointed out the reluctance with which those who are

intrusted with the making of statutes—for the most part per¬
sons who know nothing of the requirements of sanitary law—
receive advice or information or suggestions ; and ascribed as
one reason, that there is no source whence the necessary knowl¬
edge can be obtained. I advocated, therefore, the creation by
Congress, of a Department of Public Health, a repository for
all knowledge bearing on health, whence it could be dissem¬
inated and utilized in the reconstruction of our statutes to
bring them more in accord with the science of the day and a
more enlightened civilization.
I regret that you did not read the paper more understand¬

ing^, because had you done so, I believe that you could not do
other than endorse much that was there presented. It is only
a matter of time ; the changes that have taken place with
regard to the management of the insane and the inebriate will
sooner or later take place with reference to crime and criminals,
and they will be managed more in accord with the dictates of
humanity than at present. The great evil, next to the ineffi¬
ciency of the penal code to fufill its ends, is the indiscriminate
treatment of the young and old, the born criminal and the first
offender. A young man commits a crime through impulse and
immediately repents and would give worlds to undo it. He is
treated with all the rigorous severity that is meeted to the
hoary headed criminal. Very respeccfully yours,

F. E. Daniel, M.D.

Poisoning by Acetanilid.
Quincy, Ill, Jan. 19, 1896.

To the Editor:\p=m-\Inour Journal of Jan. 18, 1896, page 144,
reference is made to a report in the Virginia MedicalMonthly,
by Dr. Ben. H. Broadnax, on the use of acetanilid. Having
recently had in my own practice two cases of acetanilid poison-
ing, one terminating fatally, I can not, therefore, indorse Dr.
Brodnax's recommendation for the use of this drug, particu-
larly in new-born infants. A few weeks ago I prescribed for a
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babe of four days, suffering with ah erythematous inflamma-
tion of the skin of the nates, thighs and groins, a powder com-
posed of equal parts of subnitrate of bismuth and acetanilid.
During that afternoon and night the powder was dusted upon
the inflamed areas three or four times. On the following
morning the babe was found deeply cyanosed, and died a few
hours later.
Before realizing that acetanilid was the cause of death in the

case just noted, I prescribed the drug for another infant two
days old. One application of the drug was made to the nates
and thighs of the second child, about 10 p.m., and on the fol¬
lowing morning this babe was also deeply cyanosed. Twenty.
four hours later it had fully recovered from the toxic effects of
the drug.
That acetanilid is not absolutely safe for external use in

adults see reference in JV. Y. Med. Jour., Jan, 11, 1896, page
63, to a report in the January number of the Yale Med. Jour.,
by Dr. William H. Carmalt, on "The Toxic Effects of Topical
Applications of Acetanilid." The patient, a girl 18 years old,
was suffering with an ulcer which had resulted from a burn
over the larger part of the hand, in which there had been pro¬
fuse suppuration. Powdered acetanilid was applied every four
hours for twenty-four hours, when symptoms of cyanosis were
observed. The employment of the drug was immediately dis¬
continued and in twelve hours the symptoms disappeared." I
have thus written that other physicians may guard against
having a similarly unfortunate result from the use of acetanilid.

Charles W. Rook. M.D.

Treatment of Obstruction of Lachrymal Duct.
Dallas, Texas, Jan. 25, 1896.

To the Editor:\p=m-\Dr.P. Richard Taylor, of Louisville, Ky.,
read a paper before the Falls City Medical Society, entitled,
"Dacryocystitis," published in the Journal of Jan. 4, 1896.
In this paper, the Doctor makes the unconditional assertion
that probing the lachrymal duct for stricture is a failure, and
that there is but one successful treatment, and that by a tube
devised by himself. The Doctor distinguishes himself by giv-
ing us an instrument which seems almost indispensable in cer-
tain cases, to be mentioned later. My object is not to condemn
his treatment, but to defend probing, which he brands "a
failure." Inasmuch as I have never had a failure in an uncom-
plicated stricture, I must take issue with the Doctor. In all
cases of complete stricture, I open up the duct with a knife and
follow this with a probe as large as, in my opinion, is justified.
Beginning on the second or third day, I inaugurate a series of
probings every two or three days, at first, gradually increasing
the interval between probings, from two to sixty days, which is
kept up for some time after I consider the case well. When
the obstruction is incomplete, I seldom use the knife to open
up the entire duct, beginning probing at once with the smaller
probes, sometimes increasing two or three sizes at one sitting.
The class of cases that seems to me to especially indicate Dr.

Taylor's treatment are those stubborn cases characterized by
contraction of the skin and mucous membranes. In such cases
we often find a tendency to ectropion. These eases are exceed¬
ingly tedious.
When there is necrosed bone from sloughing or long-continued

suppuration, or injuries, no treatment is effective without first
removing the necrosed bone. The cause in every case should
be sought and, if possible, removed.

Henry W. Wandless, M.D.

PUBLIC HEALTH.

To be Taugbt io Tennessee Public Schools.—In addition to the
branches in which instruction was given in the public schools
of Tennessee, it was in 1895 enacted that physiology and |

hygiene, with special reference to the nature of alcoholic drinks
and narcotics and smoking cigarettes, and their effects upon
the human system, shall also be taught as thoroughly as other
required branches.
Restrictions upon Sale of Cigarettes.—In order to provide for the

better protection of the public health, the legislature of the
State of Washington in 1895 enacted that it shall be unlawful
for any person to sell cigarettes made of tobacco in combina¬
tion with any substance or material, covering or wrapper, or
containing any substance or material other than tobacco, until
he shall have obtained a license therefor, and the applicant for
such license must make oath, to the best of his knowledge and
belief, that the cigarettes intended to be sold do not contain
any injurions drug, or other deleterious matter, and that he
will not knowingly sell any cigarettes containing any such inju¬
rious drugs, narcotic or other deleterious matter. It is also
made unlawful to sell any cigarettes to minors under 18 years
of age.
Cbolera in Sand-Ballast.—The Japan correspondent of the New

York Herald writes as follows of the possible dissemination of
cholera by sand-ballast: "Dr. W. F. Arnold, of the United
States war ship Petrel, who was detached some months ago
and directed to make a thorough investigation and study of the
recent cholera epidemic in Japan, has returned to Yokohama
from Shimonoseki. He reports that the quarantine service at
Shimonoseki was most excellent, but the bactériologie research
quite indifferent.- He got trace of one transport steamer which
brought an unusual number of cholera cases from Talien Wan
to Japan. She was disinfected no less than four times. This
vessel used sand for ballast, and this ballast was not changed
during the epidemic. The sand was picked up in India some¬

where, just before the beginning of the war, and Dr. Arnold
thinks that it had something to do with fostering the disease.
He will make a thorough investigation of this vessel's history.
Provision Made in Minnesota for Expenses in Controlling Epidemics
—The law of Minnesota relating to the control of infectious
diseases was amended in 1895 so that it shall be the duty of
the chairman of any town, village, or city board of health which
has incurred expenses for the control of infectious or contagious
diseases in any such town, village or city to file an itemized
statement thereof duly verified, under oath, with the clerk or
recorder of such town, village or city, and thereupon it shall
be the duty of the town supervisors, or the council of any city
or village to audit and pay the said statement, or so much
thereof as they deem just and proper, in the same manner as
other accounts against such town, village or city are audited
and paid. For this purpose, towns, villages and cities are
authorized to levy an additional tax, not to exceed one mill on
the dollar, of taxable property in any one year. But this
enactment is not to apply to any city where provision was al¬
ready made by law for the payment of such expenses by said
city.
Tubercle Bacilli ¡n Milk and Meat.—This subject is strongly

handled by Dr. Simonton in an article in the San JoséMercury
of January 18. He calls attention to the fearful statistics of
the death rate from tuberculosis in this country and says that
as it is a preventable disease it should be terminated. Persons
already afflicted should not be allowed to infect others with
their sputa drying on sidewalk and step, and whole herds of
cattle should be swept out of existence if necessary. He
asserts that most of the 18,000,000 gallons of milk used here
annually contain germs of tuberculosis, and that 15 per cent.
of the cattle in California are already infected. He then makes
a vigorous appeal to have the meat inspector and health offi¬
cers generally, paid a generous salary, in proportion to the
vital importance of their task, so that they could act without
fear or favor, promptly and energetically. It is "a serious
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